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f Mrs. Doc. 
) No. 98. 
THE .SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 
TO THE 
Chairrnan of the Committee on Indian Affairs, in relcition to the Cherokee 
treaty pending before the Senate, and the claim of the Cherokees to terri-
tory 1,rest of the one hundredth meridian. 
MARCH 28, 1870.-Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to lJe 
printed. 
DEP AR'.I.'MENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., March 241 1870. 
Sm: General Parker and myself have this morning had a conference 
with the President in regard to the Cherokee treaty pending before the 
Senate, and, without knowing what amendments or modifications your 
committee might have determined upon, I beg leave to present briefly 
the view taken by the President in reference to it. 
He objects to the recognition of the Indian treaty by the extension of 
"·hat is known as the "outlet," mentioned in the old treaty of 1835, 
west of the one hundredth meridian of longitude, and inclines to agree 
with my own opinion and that of General Parker, that there is no rea-
sonable foundation for the Cherokees' claim to any territory west of the 
one hundredth meridian. He thinks, also, that the modification of the 
provisions of the treaty of 18G6, in regard to the price to be paid for the 
neutral lands, is very oqiectional>le; also, the provisions for the recog-
nition of claims of the Cherokees to lands in .Arkansas, and east of the 
Mississippi river, and the provisions for continuing commissions to 
negotiate such claims. He has agreed with us in the opinion that we 
ought to uefine, once for all, the diminished Cherokee reserrntions, and 
to lump all claims of mTery description whate·ver, national and iudividual, 
on the part of the Cherokees, whether to lands or money, for whatever 
purpose, into one simple amount, and be rid of them, so that there may 
be nothiug whatever to negotiate in the future, or to make the occasion 
for attorneys and agents of the tribe besieging the Executive or the de-
partments in regard to such matters hereafter. 
If thi were done by a few simple and proper articles of an amenda-
tory treaty, we should not be disposed to quarrel with the amount 
named in the treaty under consiueration, to wit: three million five hun-
dred thou. and do11ar , ($3,500,000,) but should also desire that no part 
of it be di tributec.l per capita, or wasted in exorbitant fees for supposed 
ervfo , and , honl l wi h to have the whole sum, as nearly as possible, 
made au educational fund for the tribe so long as they may have occa-
~'ion for it. \ ithout ~mch a general and :final settlement, the amount 
to be paid for the land would seem unreasonably great. 
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The President has desired me to co:11m1micate to you these suggP 
tions, and to say that he would prefer the treaty should not be ratitie · 
in its present shape. It would, however1 give us great pleasure to co-
operate with your committee in putting its provisions into a thorough!~ 
satisfactory form. to effect the purposes intimated above. 
Permit me to express my own satisfaction with the proviso recentI:-
iutroduced by you, that the money paid into the trust fund of the'·e 
Indians should be made a recorded debt, in their favor on the Treasurr 
JJooks, rather than put into bonds, which are more or less liable to lo.'. 
by theft or accident. I believe the same rule might easily be applied 
to the whole Indian trust fund, and I have no <loubt your own experience 
will accord with mine that its existence in its present form is a source of 
unnecessary anxiety and responsibility to the bead of this department. 
· I shall be glad to meet you, if you should think it worth while, to con-
sult more fully in reference to this treaty, and shall be very happy to 
receive your suggestions in the matter. 
Ver,y respectfu1ly, your obedient servant, 
J. D. COX, Secretary. 
Hon. JAMES HARLAN, 
Chair1nan of Comm:ittee on Indian A:!fairs, 
Senate of the United Sta.tes. 
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-their lands south of Kansas, and lying east of the ninety-sixth degree of 
west longitude, containing an estimated area of 4,710,801 acres, and ag-
gregating the quantity of 13,57 4:,135 acres, was derived by patent in fee 
simple from the United States under date of December 31, 1838, by vir-
tue of the provisions of treaties with the Cherokees of May 6, 1828 ; act 
of Congress of May 28, 1830; stipulations in treaty of February 14, 1833, 
arid the second and third articles of treaty of December 29, 1835. 
4. The area of the ''outlet" which lies in Indian Territory between 
the 100th and 103° 30' of west longitude contains 4,273,893 acres, and. 
,does not appear to be owned by the Cherokees. 
I haYe the honor to be, wry respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOS. S. WILSON, 
Oomniissioner. 
Hon. JAMES HARLAN, 
Acting Chairman Committee Indian Affairs, U. S. Sencite. 
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